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Newly arrived children and youth



Traditional reception classes

– Sheltered instruction classes within existing
public primary and lower secondary schools

– Basic teaching of Danish as a second language + 
other age-relevant school subjects

– Small classes of up to 12(-18) pupils, spanning a 
maximum of 3(-5) school years

– Maximal duration of 2 years before full inclusion in 
regular classes
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Ongoing project:

Linguistic practices in and 
around reception classes
– Small-scale two-year project (2016-2017)

– Linguistic ethnograhy (Rampton 2007; Copland & Creese
2015; Snell, Copland & Shaw 2015) organised as multi-
sited fieldwork in three different school settings

– Empirical material: Field notes, photos, video and audio 
recordings, interviews with pupils and teachers

– Critical sociolinguistic approach to language and 
multilingualism (Blackledge & Creese 2010; Blommaert
2010, Daugaard et al 2016)



Three researchers, three sites
– School A:

Public primary school
Two reception classes B
Children aged 10-12
VIA researcher: Kitte Søndergaard Kristensen

– School B:
Public lower secondary school
One reception class C
Children and youth aged 13-15
VIA researcher: Nina Hauge Jensen

– School C:
Production school
Two reception classes D
Youth aged 16-20
VIA researcher: Line Møller Daugaard
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Reception classes 1 and 2
– Gender-integrated classes of 17-18 young people

– Aged 16-20

– Primarily from Syria and Eritrea, but also from 
Democratic Republic Congo, Egypt, Marocco, Poland, 
Vietnam, Thailand and Turkey



Three emerging themes

1)
The reception class learning environment: 
The epitome of globalisation

2)

Big discussions in tinybits of (Danish) language

3)
Octopus teachers



Concluding remarks

– Continued and intensified scientific
exploration of reception classes as 
globalised learning environments

– Further development of ‘reception class
pedagogies’

– Etablishing a fruitful dialogue between
‘reception class pedagogy’ and ‘mainstream 
pedagogy’ 


